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Abstract: Referencing is most important part of every research work. This work has been done to 
find out the referencing style of doctoral dissertation under Faculty of Arts of Jadavpur 
University. In this study it has been tried to show that how many researchers follow which 
reference guideline to display citation and which one is the most popular among them.  
Introduction:  
Research is an integral and important part of higher education. Research is always done for 
social development. It contributes to knowledge research is an integral and important part of 
higher education. Research is always done for social development. It contributes to knowledge 
development and keeps high standard of living and creates information for the betterment of 
human life. The teaching learning process is one of the best ways to conduct good research. The 
purpose of the research is to create a knowledge hub and information pool. So research always 
should be high quality to produce knowledge. Citing reference is one of the basic elements of 
research work. During the entire research, a researcher takes help, idea, knowledge, and data 
from various related documents and sources. So referencing allows the researcher to 
acknowledge the writer and other researchers from whom the idea or words have been taken. 
Reference is one way to respect the intellectual property rights of cited documents. And most 
important thing is that reference helps to avoid plagiarism. The only way to do a fair is to give 
references to the cited literature.  
 
Statement of problem:  
As it is known that Jadavpur University (JU) is one of the renowned academic institution in 
India, so many research works are done here in every year. So it has been tried to investigate in 
the study which reference manual was referred most in citation during 2010 to 2016 under 
faculty of Arts. 
Objectives of the study:  
• To find out the reference pattern of doctoral dissertations which have been submitted in 
Jadavpur University during 2010 to 2016.  
• To find out which guidelines have been followed most by research scholars. 
Scope and Coverage of the Study: 
The data has been taken under the Faculty of Arts consisting of 13 departments of Jadavpur 
University from 2010 to 2016. 261 doctoral dissertations have been selected for this study. All 
the doctoral dissertations have been taken from the Sodhganga database only. The languages of 
the doctoral dissertations are observed in Bengali and English. 
Methodology:  
To accomplish this task data has been collected from the Sodhganga database. The study has 
been done through the internet. Survey method has been chosen to collect data through online. 
 
Data Analysis and Findings  
 
Figure 1: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of Bengali 
 
 
Figure 2: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of Bengali 
Figure 1 and Figure 2 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department of 
Bengali. There are 25 (100%) doctoral dissertations, submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 
2010, 4% theses were submitted which did not follow any referencing style. In 2011, 8% of 
dissertations were submitted which also did not follow any pattern. In 2012 no thesis was 
submitted. In 2013, 28% of doctoral dissertations were submitted, among which, 4% followed 
APA referencing style, 8% of doctoral dissertations followed MLA and 16% did not follow any 
particular referencing style. In 2014 total of 32% of theses were submitted, in which 8% theses 
followed APA style, 12% followed MLA and 12% of theses did not follow any style. In 2015 
total of 20% of theses were submitted, among them, 16% theses followed MLA style and 4%1 
thesis did not follow any style. In 2016 only 8% of theses were submitted which did not follow 
any style. Overall 52% did not follow any Guideline, which is the highest. 36% followed MLA 
Guideline, and 12% followed APA style which is the lowest.  
 
 




Figure 4: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of  
Comparative Literature 
Figure 3 and Figure 4 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department of 
Comparative literature. There are 14 (100%) doctoral dissertations, submitted from 2010 to 
2016. In the year 2010, only 7.14% thesis was submitted which followed Chicago referencing 
style. In 2011, 14.28% dissertations were submitted among them 7.14% followed APA and 
7.14% Chicago. In 2012 no thesis was submitted. In 2013 total of 35.7% of doctoral dissertations 
were submitted, among which, 28.56% followed Chicago referencing style, 7.14%1 doctoral 
dissertations did not follow any referencing style. In 2014 total of 14.28% of theses were 
submitted, of which 7.14% of the thesis followed Chicago style and 7.14% followed MLA style. 
In 2015 total of 21.42% of theses were submitted, and all followed MLA style. In 2016 only 
7.14% was submitted which followed MLA. Maximum researchers followed Chicago manual 
style that is 49.98% and 7.14% followed APA, 5% followed, MLA, and 7.14% did not follow 
any referencing style.  
 
 
Figure 5: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of Economics 
 
 
Figure 6: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of Economics 
 
 
Figure 5 and Figure 6 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department of 
Economics. There are 46 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 
2010 6.51% of theses were submitted which followed APA referencing style. In 2011, 17.36% of 
dissertations were submitted, 15.19% followed APA and 2.17% followed Chicago style. In 2012, 
13.02% of these were submitted. In which 10.85% followed APA and 2.17% followed Chicago 
referencing style. In 2013, 17.36% of doctoral dissertations were submitted, among which, 
15.19% followed APA and 2.17% followed Chicago referencing style. In 2014, 19.53% of theses 
were submitted, and all of them followed APA referencing. In 2015, 23.87% of theses were 
submitted, and 21.7% of them followed APA and 2.17% of theses followed the Chicago style. In 
2016, 2.17% thesis was submitted which followed APA referencing style. 91.14% followed APA 
and 8.68% followed Chicago referencing style. 
 
 
       Figure 7: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of Education 
 
 
         Figure 8: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of Education 
Figure 7 and Figure 8 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department of 
Education. There are 2 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. From 2010 to 
2015 no doctoral dissertation was submitted. In 2016, 2 theses were submitted which follow 
APA referencing style.  
 
Figure 9: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of English 
 
 
Figure 10: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of English 
 
Figure 9 and Figure 10 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of English. There are 40 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 
2010, 12.5% thesis were submitted, 2.5% of the thesis followed APA referencing style, and 10% 
MLA referencing style. In 2011, 5% of dissertations were submitted which followed MLA 
referencing style. In 2012, 32.5% of theses were submitted, 5% of them followed Chicago and 
27.5% followed MLA referencing style. In 2013, 20% doctoral dissertations were submitted, 
among which, 2.5% followed Chicago referencing style and 17.5% followed MLA referencing 
style. In 2014, 20% theses were submitted, of which, 5% followed Chicago referencing style and 
15% followed MLA referencing style. In 2015, 7.5% theses were submitted, and all followed 
MLA style. In 2016 only 2.5% thesis was submitted which followed MLA referencing style. All 
total 85% followed MLA, which is the maximum. 12.5 % followed Chicago and 2.5% followed 
APA, which is minimum.  
 
 
Figure 11: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of Film Studies 
 
 
Figure 12: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of Film Studies 
 
Figure11 and Figure 12 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of Film Studies. There are 3 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2012. Each year 
33.33% of doctoral dissertation was submitted, and all followed MLA referencing style.  
 
 
Figure 13: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of History 
 
        Figure 14: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of History 
Figure 13 and Figure 14 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of History. There are 24 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 
2010, 8.34% of theses were submitted. 4.17% followed MLA referencing style and one did not 
follow any reference style. In 2011, 16.68% dissertations were submitted, among which 4.17% 
followed APA, 4.17% MLA and 8.34% Chicago. In 2012, 16.68% theses were submitted, 8.34% 
followed Chicago and 8.34% followed MLA referencing style. In 2013, 29.19% doctoral 
dissertations were submitted, among which, 4.17% followed APA referencing style, 25.05% of 
doctoral dissertations followed MLA referencing style. In 2014 total 4.17% thesis was submitted, 
it followed MLA style. In 2015, 20.85% theses were submitted, among which 8.34% followed 
APA, 8.34% MLA and 4.17% Chicago. In 2016 only 4.17% thesis was submitted which 
followed Chicago referencing style. 53.82% followed MLA which is the maximum, 24.84% 








Figure 16: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of International Relation 
 
 
Figure 15 and Figure 16 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of International Relations. There are 27 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. 
In the year 2010, 3.7% thesis was submitted and it followed MLA referencing style. In 2011, 
10.1% dissertations were submitted, among which 3.7% followed Chicago, 7.4% followed MLA. 
In 2012, 10.1% theses were submitted, 3.7% followed APA, 3.7% followed Chicago and 3.7% 
did not follow any referencing style. In 2013, 22.2% doctoral dissertations were submitted, 
among which, 14.8% followed APA referencing style, 7.4% doctoral dissertations followed 
MLA referencing style. In 2014 total 10.1% theses were submitted, 3.7% followed APA, 7.4% 
followed MLA. In 2015,40.7% theses were submitted, among which 7.4% followed APA, 29.6% 
followed MLA and 3.7% did not follow any referencing style. In 2016 no thesis was submitted. 
Overall 59.2% followed MLA which is the maximum, 29.6% followed APA and 7.4% did not 
follow any guideline, 24.3.7% followed Chicago which is the minimum number. 
 
 
Figure 17: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of 
 Library and Information Science 
 
 
Figure 18: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of  
Library and Information Science 
Figure 17 and Figure 18 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of History. Total 20 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 2010, 
5% theses were submitted, which followed APA referencing style. In 2011, 5% doctoral 
dissertation was submitted, which followed APA referencing style. In 2012, 20% theses were 
submitted, 15% followed APA and 5% followed MLA referencing style. In 2013, 5% doctoral 
dissertation was submitted, which followed APA referencing style. In 2014, 15% theses were 
submitted, it followed APA style. In 2015, 35% theses were submitted, among which 25% 
followed APA, 5% Chicago and 5% did not follow any style. In 2016 only 15% theses were 
submitted among which 10% followed APA referencing style 5% followed MLA referencing 
style. 80% followed APA which is the maximum in number, 15% followed MLA and 5% did not 










Figure 20: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of Philosophy 
 
 
Figure 19 and Figure 20 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of Philosophy. 16 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 2010, 
12.5% theses were submitted, which followed MLA referencing style. In 2011, 12.5% theses 
were submitted, which followed MLA referencing style. In 2012, 43.75% theses were submitted, 
31.25% followed APA referencing style and 12.5% followed MLA referencing styles. In 2013, 
31.25% theses were submitted, 18.75% followed APA referencing style and 12.5% followed 
MLA referencing styles. From 2014 to 2016 no theses were submitted. In total 50% of Doctoral 
dissertations followed APA and 50% followed MLA referencing style. 
 
 
Figure 21: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of Physical Education 
 
 
Figure 22: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of Physical Education 
 
 
Figure 21 and Figure 22 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of Physical Education. 6 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 
2010, only 16.67% thesis was submitted, and it did not follow any referencing style. In 2011, 
16.67% doctoral dissertation was submitted which followed MLA referencing style. In 2012, 
16.67% thesis was submitted, which followed APA referencing style. In 2013 16.67% thesis was 
submitted, which followed APA referencing style. In 2014 16.67% thesis was submitted, which 
followed Chicago referencing style. In 2015 total 16.67% thesis was submitted, and all followed 
MLA style. In 2016 no thesis was submitted. Overall 33.34% theses followed APA style, 








Figure 23: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of Sanskrit 
 
 
Figure 24: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of Sanskrit 
 
Figure 23 and Figure 24 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of Sanskrit. 23 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 2010, 8.7% 
theses were submitted which did not follow any referencing style. In 2011, 4.35% doctoral 
dissertation was submitted which did not follow any referencing style. In 2012, 26.1% theses 
were submitted, 17.4% of them followed MLA referencing style and 8.7% did not follow any 
referencing style. In 2013 total 8.7% doctoral dissertations were submitted, which did not follow 
any referencing style. In 2014 total 26.1% theses were submitted, in which 4.35% thesis 
followed APA style and 8.7% followed MLA style, and 13.05% theses did not follow any 
referencing style. In 2015 total 17.4% theses were submitted, of which 4.35% thesis followed 
Chicago style and 4.35% followed MLA style, and 8.7% theses did not follow any referencing 
style. In 2016 only 8.7% theses were submitted which did not follow any referencing style. 
52.2% did not follow any guideline, which is the maximum, 30.45% follow MLA, 13.05% 
Chicago and 4.35% followed APA which is the minimum number. 
 
Figure 25: Distribution of Referencing Style under Department of Sociology 
 
 
Figure 26: Most selected Referencing Style under Department of Sociology 
 
Figure 25 and Figure 26 are explaining the distribution of referencing style under the department 
of Sociology. There are 15 doctoral dissertations were submitted from 2010 to 2016. In the year 
2010, 6.67% thesis was submitted which followed APA referencing style. In 2011, 13.34% 
dissertations were submitted which followed APA. In 2012 6.67% thesis was submitted which 
followed APA referencing style. In 2013 total 33.35% doctoral dissertations were submitted, 
which followed APA referencing style. In 2014 total 13.34% theses were submitted, which 
followed MLA style. In 2015 total 26.68% theses were submitted and all followed APA style. In 








Figure 27: Distribution of Referencing Style in the year of 2010 
 
Figure 27 is explaining the distribution of referencing style in the year 2010. Here 4.77% thesis 
has been submitted under department of Bengali, which did not follow any standard, 4.77% 
thesis has been submitted under each of the department like Comparative Literature, Film 
Studies, International Relation, Library and Information Science, Physical Education and 
Sociology. And those follow Chicago manual, MLA Manual, MLA manual, APA manual, 
respectively. Under Physical Education the thesis has been submitted, did not follow any manual. 
Under Sociology the thesis was submitted follow APA manual. In Economics department 
14.31% theses have been submitted which follow APA manual. Under English department total 
23.85% theses have been submitted, among them 4.77% followed APA and 19.08% followed 
MLA referencing style. Under Philosophy department 9.54% theses were submitted which 
followed MLA manual. 
 
Figure 28: Distribution of Referencing n the year of 2011 
 
Figure 28 is explaining the distribution of referencing style in the year 2011. Here 6.9% theses 
have been submitted under department Bengali, which did not follow any manual. Under each of 
these departments, like Film Studies, Library and Information Science, and Physical 3.45% 
thesis has been submitted. And those follow the MLA manual, APA manual, and MLA manual 
respectively. Under the department of Comparative Literature, 6.9% theses were submitted 
which followed APA and Chicago manual. Under the Economics department 27.6% theses were 
submitted, among them, 24.15% followed the APA manual and 3.45% followed Chicago 
Manual. Under the English department 6.9% theses and the Philosophy department 6.9% of 
theses were submitted, all of them followed the MLA manual. Under the department of 
sociology, 6.9% of theses were submitted which followed the APA manual. Under the 
department of History, 13.8% theses were submitted, 3.45% followed APA, 3.45% followed 
Chicago and 6.9% followed MLA manual. Under department of International Relations 10.35% 
doctoral dissertations were submitted, among them, 3.45% followed Chicago and 6.9% followed 
the MLA manual. In the Department of Sanskrit 6.9% theses were submitted, 3.45% followed 
the MLA manual and 3.45% did not follow any manual.  
 
Figure 29: Distribution of Referencing Style in the year of 2012 
Figure 29 is explaining the distribution of referencing style in the year of 2012. No thesis was 
submitted under the department of Bengali, Comparative Literature and Education. Under the 
department of Economics, 13.02% theses were submitted, among which 10.85% followed APA 
referencing style and 2.17% followed Chicago referencing style. Under the English department 
28.21% theses were submitted, among them, 4.34% followed Chicago and 23.87% followed 
MLA referencing style. 8.68% theses were submitted under the department of History. 4.34% of 
them followed Chicago and 4.34% followed MLA referencing style. Under the department of 
International Relations, 6.51% theses were submitted among which 2.17% followed APA, 2.17% 
followed MLA reference manual and 2.17% did not follow any reference manual for reference. 
8.68% Doctoral dissertations were submitted in LIS department, here 6.51% theses followed 
APA referencing style and 2.17% followed MLA referencing style. Under the department of 
Philosophy, 15.19% doctoral dissertations were submitted, among which 10.85% followed APA 
style and 4.34% followed MLA referencing style. 13.02% these were submitted under Sanskrit, 
8.68% of those followed APA style and 2.17% did not follow any referencing style. In the 
Sociology department 2.17% theses were submitted, that followed APA referencing style. 
 
Figure 30: Distribution of Referencing Style in the year of 2013 
Figure 30 is explaining the distribution of referencing style in the year 2013. No thesis was 
submitted under the department of Education and Film Studies. 12.74% theses were submitted 
under the department of Bengali, in which 1.82% followed APA, 3.64% followed MLA 
referencing style and 4.28% theses did not follow any referencing style. 9.1% theses were 
submitted in the department of Comparative Literature, in which 4.28% followed Chicago 
referencing style and 1.82% did not follow any reference manual. 14.56% these were submitted 
under the department of Economics, in which 12.74% followed APA and 1.82% followed 
Chicago referencing style. Under the department of English 14.56% these were submitted, in 
which 1.82% followed Chicago and 12.74% followed MLA referencing style. 12.74% doctoral 
dissertations were submitted in the History department. 1.82% of them followed the APA 
manual and 10.92% followed the MLA manual. 10.92% theses were submitted in the department 
of International Relations, in which 4.28% followed APA and 3.64% followed MLA referencing 
style. 9.1% theses were submitted in the department of Philosophy, in which 5.46% followed 
APA and 3.64% followed MLA referencing style. In the Sanskrit department 3.64% theses were 
submitted which did not follow any Manual. Under the Sociology department, 9.1% theses were 
submitted which followed the APA reference manual. 
 
Chart 31: Distribution of Referencing Style in the year of 2014 
Figure 31 is explaining the distribution of referencing style for year 2014. No thesis was 
submitted under the department of Education, Film Studies and Philosophy in 2014. 18.64% 
theses were submitted in the Bengali department, where 4.66% followed APA referencing style, 
6.99% followed MLA referencing style and 6.99% did not followed any referencing style. 4.66% 
theses were submitted under the department of Comparative literature among them 2.33% 
followed Chicago and 2.33% followed MLA referencing style. 20.97% theses were submitted in 
department of Economics and all followed APA referencing style. Under the department of 
English 18.64% theses were submitted among them 4.66% followed Chicago and 13.98% 
followed MLA referencing style. 2.33% thesis was submitted in History department which 
followed MAL and 2.33% submitted in physical education which followed Chicago referencing 
style. 6.99% doctoral dissertations were submitted under the department of International 
Relation, in which 2.33% followed APA and 4.66% followed MLA referencing style. 6.99% 
theses were submitted in the Library and Information Science department in which all followed 
APA referencing style. Under the department of Sanskrit 13.98% theses were submitted among 
which 2.33% followed APA, 4.66% followed MLA referencing style and 6.99% did not follow 
any referencing style. 4.66% theses were submitted under the sociology department, which 
followed MLA referencing style. 
 
Chart 32: Distribution of Referencing Style in the year of 2015 
Figure 32 is explaining the distribution of referencing style in the year of 2015. No thesis was 
submitted under the department of Education, and Film studies. 9.25% these were submitted 
under the department of Bengali, where 7.4% theses followed MLA referencing style and 1.85% 
did not follow any referencing style. 5.55% these were submitted under department of 
Comparative literature and all followed MLA referencing style. 20.35% theses were submitted 
under the department of Economics, among those 18.5% followed APA referencing style and 
1.85% followed Chicago referencing style. 5.55% theses were submitted in the English 
department and all follow MLA referencing style. 9.25% these submitted in the History 
department, 3.7% followed APA referencing style, 3.7% followed Chicago referencing style and 
1.85% followed MLA referencing style. In the department of International Relation 20.35% 
doctoral dissertations were submitted, 3.7% followed APA manual for referencing, 14.80% 
followed MLA manual for referencing and 1.85%  
did not follow any manual for reference. Under Library and Information Science department 
11.1% theses were submitted, 9.25% followed the APA and 1.85% followed MLA referencing 
style. 1.85% thesis was submitted in philosophy department which did not follow any 
referencing style. 1.85% thesis was submitted in the Physical Education department which 
followed MLA referencing style. In the department of Sanskrit 7.4% of doctoral dissertations 
were submitted, 1.85% followed Chicago referencing style, 1.85% followed the MLA 
referencing style, 3.7% did not follow any referencing style. 3.7% theses were submitted in the 
Sociology department and all follow the APA referencing style. 
 
Figure 33: Distribution of Referencing Style in the year of 2016 
 
Figure 33 is explaining the distribution of referencing style for the year 2016. No thesis was 
submitted under the department of Education, Film studies, International Relations, Philosophy, 
Education, and Sociology. 15.38% theses were submitted under the department of Bengali and 
those did not follow any referencing style. 7.69% thesis was submitted under the department of 
Comparative literature and it followed the MLA referencing style. 7.69% thesis was submitted 
under the department of Economics and it followed APA referencing style. 15.38% theses were 
submitted under the department of English and these followed the APA referencing style. 7.69% 
thesis was submitted under the department of History and it followed APA referencing style. 
23.07% theses were submitted under the department of LIS and 15.38% of those followed the 
APA referencing style and 7.69% followed the MAL referencing style. 15.38% theses were 
submitted under the department of Sanskrit and these followed the MLA referencing style.  
Suggestions: 
After studying the soft copy of doctoral dissertations from the Sodhganga database, some 
problems have been reviled. So after analysis, some suggestion can be drawn, those are 
1. Some dissertations are not arranged properly, so this work should be done more 
carefully.   
2. It will be better if the researchers mention the referencing style which is followed by the 
researcher in the reference part.  
3. Every researcher should follow any guideline for referencing as per the UGC rule. 
4. It will be help full for the researcher if Universities upload the theses as fast as possible 
because in Sodhganga very recent these are not found. 
5. If all the universities take part to upload theses in Sodhganga then it will be help full for 
any research activity.  
6. There are many research paper which follows guideline for referencing but those are not 
proper. So researchers should read out the guideline before referencing, otherwise, it can 
misguide future researchers.  
7. The researcher should mention all the important information of the cited document. 
8. Mentioning online sources must be clear and with access date, otherwise, it can mislead 
in future. 
9. Standardization in referencing is very important by PhD. level research. 
10. Transparency must be maintained while using initials or abbreviations. 
11. The entire cited document must maintain uniformity in referencing style, otherwise, it can 
be assumed to be copied from other sources.  
12. In case of citation or referencing the mentioned cited document must be justified with the 
research topic. 
13. The sources which are mentioned in in-text citation should not be skipped in the 
“reference” part. 
14. Bengali and Sanskrit departments should be more concerned to its researcher that the 
following proper guideline in referencing.  
15. Every researcher must prepare an individual reference list at the end of the work, not only 




The study highlighted the maximum preferred referencing style of the doctoral dissertations of 
Jadavpur University under the faculty of Arts. There are total 4 faculties at Jadavpur University. 
The theses submitted are from 2004 to 2016. But in this study, the data have been collected are 
from 2010 to 2016 due to a shortage of time. Total 261 theses have been analyzed for the study. 
The study has revealed the referencing pattern of the selected theses. The reference part is very 
important for every research work. After the study, it has been found that APA and MLA 
guidelines were followed most by the researchers, which were 38.38% and 38.76% respectively. 
10.26% of researchers followed the Chicago manual. But one significant thing is that 11.38% of 
researchers did not follow any referencing style.  This is not expected. It is very important that 
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